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*
pment of the Lobachevskian case of a space of                  <
itive curvature (with an imaginary parameter The consideration of this case is in point of more obvious to the mathematician than it is to physicist.    Helmholtz treats in the publication itioned only the Euclidean case of the curvature > and Riemann's space of positive curvature.
>LICABILITY OF THE DIFFERENT  SYSTEMS TO                 -
REALITY.
1
Ve are able, accordingly, to represent the facts spatial observation with all possible precision by                  :
i the Euclidean geometry and the geometries of                  j
achevski and Riemann, provided in the two lat-cases we take the parameter k large enough. rsicists have as yet found no reason for depart-from the assumption k = oo of the Euclidean                  *
metry.   It has been their practice, the result of                  j
j and tried experience, to adhere steadfastly to                   <
simplest assumptions until the facts forced their                   n
plication or modification. This accords likewise i the attitude of all great mathematicians to-                   *
d applied geometry. The deportment of phys-:s and mathematicians toward these ques-s is in the main different, but this is lained by the circumstance that for the.                  l
ner class of inquirers the physical facts are of it significance, geometry being for them merely mvenient implement of investigation, while for latter class these very questions are the maine ring the sides a, b, c, and the angles A, B, C, we am, when C is a right angle,
